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Though they have different customs, speak 
different languages, wear different clothes, 
these individuals work and play like I do. 
There is more that connects us than divides 
us. 

Because of COVID 19 the Olympics were 
postponed a year. Given the outbreaks of 
COVID in Japan, some called for the games 
to be cancelled this year. I am glad they de-
cided to go forward. It is good that the ath-
letes who trained for many years are able to 
experience an Olympics. But more im-
portantly, it is a great testament for the 
world. Men and women from around the 
world can come together, compete against 
each other and still respect and care about 
one another. 

During the opening ceremonies the John 
Lennon song òImagineó was sung. Part of the 
song goes: òImagine all the people livinõ life in 
peaceó. That is the dream. Let us keep praying 
that it will happen.  

The other night I 
watched the opening 
ceremonies of the 
Summer Olympics. I 
always enjoy this part 
of Summer & Winter 
games. Though it 
takes up a lot of time 
I enjoy the parade of 
nations. It is fun 

watching the excitement of the athletes and 
interesting to see what they are wearing. 

It is also fascinating to see all the countries. 
There were 205 teams represented at the To-
kyo games. I confess that many of the coun-
tries that are announced I have never heard 
of. For example, this year there were teams 
from the small nations of Andorra, Lesotho, 
Nauru and Tuvalu. 

The parade of nations is a reminder of just 
how diverse this world is. Men, women and 
children living in countries big and small. 

  A Message from Pastor David 
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One can study music for years without 
ever discerning the personal religious 
beliefs held by many of the worldõs 
greatest composers.  Much has been 
written, in contemporary times, about 
their shortcomings and struggles of 
these artists.  Yet our faith can be en-

couraged when we learn how these musical geniuses 
strove for higher spiritual purpose in composing.  
 
French composer Olivier Messiaen, who was born in 
1908 and died in 1992, was a thoroughly devout believ-
er.  He is one of Franceõs greatest composers and one of 
the most outspoken Christian composers of modern 
times.  Though his name is not as familiar as Bach or 
Beethoven he has written many significant chamber mu-
sic works,  compositions for orchestra, chorus and for 
solo voice.  Many of his works reflect his deep Christian 
convictions. When asked by a biographer about his 
musical intent Messiaen replied, òI was born a believer, 
and it happens that the Scriptures struck me even as a 
child.  Iõm a composer because I love music, and a 
Christian because I believe.ó  Although his background 
was in the Catholic church, Olivier recognized that 
Godõs truth streams throughout all of Christianity. 
 
A striking story from Messiaenõs early life takes place on 
January 15,1941, in the Nazi concentration camp Stalag 
8A in Silesia, where he was held prisoner.  Several pris-
oners were allowed to give a concert for 5000 of their 
wretched fellow prisoners.  The musical ensemble con-
sisted of a cello, clarinet, violin and an out of tune pi-
ano.  The performers played a piece by Olivier Messiaen 
entitled òQuartet for the End of Time.ó  It was dedicat-
ed by Messiaen to the angel in the book of Revelation, 
òwho lifts his hand towards the heaven saying ôThere 
shall be no more time.õó  This piece subsequently be-
came internationally recognized as one of the twentieth 
centuryõs greatest works of chamber music.  However, 
on the day of its debut, in this dismal setting, it was, for 
many of the audience, the last music they would ever 
hear. 
 
Messiaen survived the concentration camp and after the 
end of World War II he was appointed Professor of 
Harmony at the Paris Conservatoire.  He strongly influ-
enced many of his students, including renowned     

twentieth century composers Karl Stockhausen and 
Pierre Boulez.  In 1945 Olivier composed a work for 
womenõs chorus and orchestra entitled òTrois Petites 
Liturgies de la Presense Divineó (òThree Small Liturgies 
of the Divine Presenceó) which initially created contro-
versy due to its dissonant harmonies.  (I was privileged 
to meet Messiaen and perform this piece with the De-
troit Symphony Orchestra in the late 1970s.  He did his 
best to give musical suggestions in his limited English, 
and I did my best to respond in my inadequate French. 
He was kind, understated and a consummate profes-
sional.) 
 
Olivier Messiaen was invited, in 1949, to teach at the 
Tanglewood Festival in America.  His stature continued 
to elevate as his composing genius was recognized by 
world famous conductors Serge Koussevitsky and Leon-
ard Bernstein.  In 1978-79 Messiaenõs music was played 
in major cities across the US, culminating in òMessiaen 
Weekó at New York Cityõs Lincoln Center. 
 
Messiaen died in April 1992, leaving behind not only a 
vast catalogue of exquisite music but a bold legacy of 
Christian faith.  He never wavered in his private and 
public witness to Christõs love.  This strong witness, 
which he lived, lives on in the works he composed to 
honor and glorify God .  When asked by an interviewer 
about his beliefs Olivier responded: òWhat do I believe?
éI believe in God.  And because I believe in God, I 
believe likewise in the Holy Trinity and in the Holy 
Spirit, and in the Son, the Word made Flesh, Jesus 
Christ (to whom Iõve dedicated the largest part of my 
works.)ó 

 
 

Worship Music by Maria Cimarelli, Director of Music 
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 CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ 

hǳǊ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /5/ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ /h±L5 мфΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ 
ƻƴ ƭƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ Χ 

/5/ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊǎ 

 
 

Our website also has a contact form!!! 
If you have any questions or concerns there is a contact form on our website. Please visit our CONTACT US 
page at: 
 

http://www.franklinchurch.us/contact-us/  
 

Take Care and Stay Safe! 
Delia 

On -Line Bulletin  

August 2021  

Franklin Community Church  

26425 Wellington, Franklin MI 48035 

248-626-6606 

www.franklinchurch.us  

PLEASE NOTE: We are now worshipping in-person at church for those who are comfortable attending. 

CDC Guidelines are in place, but we certainly understand if you do 

 not yet feel comfortable in larger groups, so enjoy our complete  

service in the comfort and safety of your own home. 

  

Click here to view the service live at 10 a.m. or recorded after Noon  

on Sunday. When you reach the site, click on the picture at the far  

left for todayõs service. 

  

Thank you for joining us and stay safe!!! 

Scroll down to find: 

Z Link for Sundayõs Service 

Z Order of Worship 

Z Scripture for the day 

Z Prayers & Concerns 

Z Announcements of Up-

coming Events & Oppor-

tunities to help you live 

out your faith 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtuV3xk2kG6x8Tln1YZtGAA
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/faith-based.html
http://www.franklinchurch.us/contact-us/
http://www.franklinchurch.us/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtuV3xk2kG6x8Tln1YZtGAA



